
 

 

MEDIA PROGRAMME 
12-14 October 2026, Brussels 
 

Thursday 8 October 
 

10:00 – 11:00 Pre-#EUregionsWeek meeting with journalists 
Via Webex – Via Webex – please connect via this link.  
 

Monday 12 October 
 

09:30 Security checks and badges pick-up at the European Commission headquarters 
Berlaymont building, Rue de la Loi 200  
 
11:00 – 11:30 Press conference  
Berlaymont building, press room, with: 

• Raffaele Fitto, EU Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms 

• Kata Tüttő, President of the European Committee of the Regions 
 
11:30 – 12:45 Lunch break 
Berlaymont building, in front of the press room 
 
13:00 Meeting outside the Berlaymont building to go to the Committee of the Regions 
 
13:15 Security checks at the European Committee of the Regions and badges pick-up for the official 
opening 
Building Jacques Delors, Rue Belliard 99/101 
 
14:30 – 16:00 #EURegionsWeek official opening and State of Regions and Cities speech 
Hemicycle of the European Parliament, with:  

• Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament (video message) 

• Antonio Costa, President of the European Council  

• Jack Chambers, Minister for Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and 
Digitalisation of Ireland  

• Raffaele Fitto, EU Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms 

• Kata Tüttő, President of the European Committee of the Regions 

• Jyrki Katainen, European Commission's Special Adviser for the EU-Arctic relations  

• Juanma Moreno, CoR First Vice-president and President of Andalucía region, Spain 
 
19:00 Journalists' dinner Restaurant Bouillon Bruxelles, Rue des Dominicains 7/9 
 

Tuesday 13 October 
 
Location: European Committee of the Regions, Building Jacques Delors, Rue Belliard 99/101 
Press room: A press room will be available for media use throughout the day in Atrium 6 (6th floor) 
 
08:00     Arrival and security check   

08:45 – 10:15 High Level Session - Making the Right to Stay a Reality: Opportunities for our 
Communities and our Prosperity  
Room JDE52 (5th floor), with:  

https://ecconf.webex.com/ecconf/j.php?MTID=me9bb9762716e312c3f4baf731a526bae
https://eu-regions-week.europa.eu/programme/current-edition/66061
https://eu-regions-week.europa.eu/programme/current-edition/66021


 

 

• Raffaele Fitto, EU Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms 

• Kata Tüttő, President of the European Committee of the Regions 

• Antonella Sberna, Vice-President of the European Parliament 

• María Guardiola Martín, President of the Regional Government of Extremadura, Spain 

• Matija Kovač, Mayor of Celje, Slovenia 
 
10:45 – 11:15 Coffee break 
Atrium 6 (6th floor) 
 
11:30 – 12:30 Media workshop - Winter is coming: How European territories are improving their 
energy resilience 
Communication Space (1st floor), with:  

• Clare Colleran Molloy, Councillor of Clare County Council, Ireland 

• Markku Markkula, Member of the Espoo City Council, Finland, President of the CoR Green 
Deal Going Local working group 

• Hugo Sobral, Deputy Director-General DG REGIO, European Commission 

• Yolanda Garcia Mezquita, Head of Unit “Relations with the Member States and the Energy 
Community”, DG ENER European Commission 

 
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 
Atrium 6 (6th floor) 

 

14:30 – 16:00 Media technical workshop - Data-driven storytelling: using regional data to build your 

story 

Communication Space (1st floor) 

 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee break 
 
Optional to follow: 
 
9:00 – 18:30 Regiostars' finalists pitches - Check the finalists 
Get in contact with DG REGIO press officers to request interviews  
Atrium 5 (5th floor) 
 
16:30 – 18:00 Possibility to follow #EURegionsWeek sessions 
Check the official programme to find the session for you  
 
15:00 – 20:00 European Committee of the Regions' plenary session 
European Parliament, Hemicycle 
Check the agenda (the plenary continues on Wednesday, from 9:00 to 17:00) and the list of CoR 
members.  
Get in contact with CoR press officers to request interviews and media opportunities.    
  

Wednesday 14 October 
 
Location: Square Convention Centre, Mont des Arts  
Press room: Panoramic Hall 
 
9:00 – 10:30 Meeting with European Commission's country experts  
Panoramic Hall 

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/regio-stars-awards_en
https://eu-regions-week.europa.eu/programme/current-edition
https://www.cor.europa.eu/en/plenaries-events/plenary-sessions
https://www.cor.europa.eu/en/members
https://square-brussels.com/


 

 

 
10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 
Panoramic Hall 
 
11:00 – 12:00 Media workshop - Cohesion Policy building water-resilient regions against climate 
hazards 
Panoramic Hall, with:  

• Wolfram Leibe, Mayor of the City of Trier, Germany 

• Niina Ratilainen, Vice-president of the City Council (Turku), Finland, member of the CoR Green 

Deal Going Local working group  

• Nicola de Michelis, Director responsible for “Smart and Sustainable Growth & Programme 
Implementation IV”, DG REGIO, European Commission 

• Claudia Olazabal, Head of Unit “Freshwater management” DG ENV, European Commission 

 
12:30 - 14:00 Lunch break 
Panoramic Hall  
 
14:00 – 15:30 High Level Session - A Cohesion Policy for a competitive Union 
Gold Hall, with:  

• Raffaele Fitto, EU Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms 

• Kata Tüttő, President of the European Committee of the Regions 

• Monika Kirbiš Rojs, Minister for Local Self-Government, Cohesion and Regional Development 
of Slovenia 

• Rūta Carik, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania 

• Attilio Fontana, President of the Lombardy Region, Italy 
 
15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break 
 
17:30 – 18:30 Megalizzi-Niedzielski Prize Ceremony 
Panoramic Hall  
 
19:00 – 20:00 Regiostars Awards - see the finalists here. 
Gold Hall 

20:00 – 22:00 Official reception 

Hall 1 

Optional to follow 

16:00 – 17:30 Possibility to follow #EURegionsWeek sessions 
Check the official programme to find the session for you  
 
9:00 – 17:00 Possibility to follow the European Committee of the Regions' plenary session (2nd day) 
European Parliament, Hemicycle 
 

https://eu-regions-week.europa.eu/programme/current-edition/66036
https://eu-regions-week.europa.eu/programme/current-edition/66039
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/projects/regio-stars-awards_en
https://eu-regions-week.europa.eu/programme/current-edition

